
 
Speech Language and Communication –  
 
Universal Training – Centrally or INSET and Twilight 
Sessions 
 
The training is free. It is aimed at all school staff - Teachers, TAs, HLTAs, LSAs, Senior Management etc - 
anyone who works with children within the school. 
 

The Universal Training Handbook 
As the training is aimed at achieving a ‘Universal’ level of knowledge, skills and understanding for all school 
staff, it covers some theory and also introduces the ‘Universal Handbook’. During the training, the school 
receives a hard copy of the handbook and also a downloadable copy. 
 
The handbook is divided into 8 areas of language: 
 
Attention + Listening 
Auditory Processing 
Speech Production 
Semantics 
Grammar - comprehension 
Grammar - expression 
Cognition 
Pragmatics. 
 

Identification and screening 
 
The handbook and power point presentation cover each area of need (see list above) and how staff can 
identify children with that particular presenting speech and language need.  
 
There is a simple ‘tick list’ screen that accompanies the handbook to aid identification. 
 

Strategies and Interventions 
 
The handbook includes several very useful strategies for staff to use during whole class teaching and also 
during small group sessions. 
 
N.B. The Universal Handbook is similar to the NHS Toolkit but the toolkit is an 'enhanced/specialist’ level 
intervention manual that is used once children are referred to SaLT, whereas the Universal Handbook is a 
valuable tool to be used during whole class teaching for early identification and includes interventions for 
children who are not as yet referred. 
 

Training times  
The training involves two consecutive twilight sessions from 3.30pm to 5.15pm or a half day INSET from 
8.45am to 12.30pm (approx), including breaks. The central training is a half day, morning session. 
 
If you would like to know more about the training sessions or would like to book the Universal Training for 
your school, please contact me at: 

 
Rosie Rebeiro 
Specialist Speech Language & Communication Advisory Teacher, HIST, Barnet Children's Service. 
 

Email: rosie.rebeiro@barnet.gov.uk 
Tel: 020 8359 7442 
Mobile: 0777 137 1933 

 


