
BARNET SCHOOL TAKES PART IN UK WIDE PILOT TO TACKLE DIGITAL EXCLUSION AMONGST 

VULNERABLE YOUNG PEOPLE 

 The Pavilion joins forces with Carnegie UK Trust in project that challenges perceptions that 

younger generations are ‘Digital Natives’ 

 

A new report launched today by Carnegie UK Trust (Wednesday 4th October) looks to tackle digital 

exclusion amongst vulnerable young people in our communities. The year-long #NotWithoutMe pilot 

programme funded a project with local education provider, The Pavilion, which saw nearly 30 

students learn new digital skills and improve their social and mental wellbeing.  

The pilot challenges the assumption that younger generations are ‘digital natives’ who have basic 

digital skills and equal access to learning opportunities. Carnegie UK provided the project with £10k 

to offer vulnerable students learn how to use digital equipment, plan and create content, engage 

with a wider audience and upload onto the school website. 

The pilot programme has led the Carnegie UK Trust to outline key recommendations: 

 Digital participation strategies should take specific consideration of vulnerable young people  

 Existing long-term skills development programmes in formal and informal education settings 
should embed digital skills learning  

 Young people should be involved in shaping digital skills projects 

 Appropriate ongoing training should be provided for the family and professional support 
networks for young people. 
 

Gina Wilson, Carnegie UK Trust said: “As a society we are guilty of assuming that young people are 

digitally proficient and have access to the benefits that digital skills can bring. Digital exclusion, 

particularly amongst vulnerable young people, is an important and often overlooked issue..  

“The Pavilion’s pilot projects highlight the need to invest in young people facing extra challenges in 

life, whether that be as a result of their background or the fact they have a learning disability. In 

supporting vulnerable young people to develop relevant digital skills and understanding, we can also 

empower them to access more opportunities, and in turn improve both their social and mental 

wellbeing.  This week is ‘Get Online Week’ and, as we encourage more people to explore the digital 

world, we should be mindful of those who are at risk of exclusion and how we can facilitate much 

needed support.” 

The programme saw the Carnegie UK Trust provide £40k in funding and partner with local projects in 

Glasgow, Cumbria, Belfast and London to run over 80 practical sessions*. Participants came from a 

variety of backgrounds and faced different barriers to digital inclusion but together highlight the 

challenges society faces in tackling the perception that all children and young people have equal 

opportunities in developing the required digital ‘life’ skills. 

For more information please contact Laura-Jane Cameron at CUKT@grayling.com or 0131 226 

2363. 

NOTES TO EDITOR  

The Pavilion provides alternative education for around 128 local students who are unable to attend 

mainstream education and are characterised as having a lack of self-esteem and confidence.    

*In addition to The Pavilion, the Carnegie UK Trust also worked with: 

mailto:CUKT@grayling.com


 Young Scot and The Prince’s Trust in Glasgow 

The Young Scot and The Prince’s Trust ‘Digital Ignition’ project worked with 40 young people aged 

between 16-25 from disadvantaged localities across the greater Glasgow area who are not in 

education, training or employment. 

The project aimed to help the group gain basic digital skills, with a focus on employability and 

understanding the link between digital skills and finding employment. Young people co-designed the 

programme– based on their existing skill level, the skills they wanted to acquire and how these 

would impact their lives – this helped ensure it was at the appropriate level for their needs and 

proved more successful in the long term.   

 

 Mencap in Northern Ireland 

Mencap’s #WhatAboutMeNI project worked with 16 young people with a learning disability aged 

between 12-26 (eight in Belfast and eight in County Fermanagh). The aim of the project was to 

support young people exploring digital technology, learning and sharing skills, and developing tools 

to help others learn about digital technology.  

The project saw the group create a short film titled ‘My Not So Ordinary Life’ which explored their 

lives as young people living with learning disabilities. The film won a national prize at the Into Film 

awards, lead them to engage with media and showcase their work to industry representatives across 

Ireland. The project showed that young people with learning disabilities can take part in digital 

projects but flexibility and timing are key factors to be aware of.  

The Group’s blog can be found here - https://www.blogger.com/profile/09864659851781348491  

 

 Signal Film and Media in Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria  

Signal Film and Media works in deprived communities and with marginalised, vulnerable groups to 

promote digital inclusion as an essential part of social inclusion. Its #NotWithoutMe project ran over 

19 sessions with 15 people who were in care, were care leavers or on the cusp of care, to offer them 

access to digital skills training opportunities.. They also ran sessions with 10 care workers and three 

foster parents to improve their understanding of the importance of digital skills in developing 

independence and inclusion.   

The group created three films over the duration of the project and can be found here 

https://signalfilmsnotwithoutme.wordpress.com/films/  
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